WHITE-HOT
FUN YEAR ROUND

A holiday or second-home destination embracing four seasons might be closer than you think

round the family dinner table, the chatter turns to a

familiar quandary. Summer holidays are looming, and

what’s to be done? Everyone needs a break from the
steamy, stifling heat, but nowhere nearby in the region seems to
have a climate that’s much different to home.

Thoughts turn into dreamy wishes of blue skies, mild
sunshine and days so pleasant that you long to be outdoors.

Then mum recalls a friend saying that Niseko is fun in
summer. The mountain resort area of Hokkaido, Japan, is
renowned for its deep, powdery snow, allowing for winter sports
of all sorts. But in summer?

After dinner, as the family began to search online, they
discovered that Niseko not only has a booming tourism sector,
it’s also one of the most popular destinations for affluent
foreigners to buy a second home.

As ski properties go, Niseko is one of the most accessible.
Owners can take a direct flight from Hong Kong, Beijing or
Shanghai, and within around two hours of landing at Sapporo’s
New Chitose Airport, arrive at their welcoming home away
from home.

There, everything is just how you left it. Familiar
furnishings provide comfort, and with no need to cart ski gear
from home or hire bicycles etc, the family can immediately
immerse themselves into whatever activity they choose. For
those who vacation frequently, owning a property can be more
cost effective than renting.

Since there are no restrictions on foreigners buying real
estate in Japan, Niseko offers an easy entry point for investors
building a property portfolio. Dubbed the “Aspen of Asia”,
Niseko’s property market has seen strong appreciation in recent
years — so while owners enjoy all the year-round attractions,
they’ve also seen their investment grow.

In addition to capital appreciation, generous rental yields
from villas and apartments on the slopes are another factor
attracting property investors from around the world.

Although this region is most famous for its amazing snow,
as the ground thaws in springtime, something magical
happens: the mountains come alive with nature. The first sign
is the wildflowers popping through the lush carpet of green,
delighting all with their joyous colours of purple, pink, red,
white and yellow. The trees, too, welcome the new season,
bursting forth with cherry blossom.

Suddenly, the slopes that so many have skied down all
winter long become a brand-new network of hiking and cycling
paths. The gondola lifts are still running to take you to the top,
so descent can be at the pace of your choice, pausing to observe
the birds and other wildlife going about their forestry business.

As the melting snow turns rivers into torrents, white water
action takes off. Adrenaline-seekers pump their rafts down the
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mighty Shiribetsu River, before coming to rest in the crystal-
clear waters that pool at the bottom. One of the cleanest rivers
in the world, this waterway is also renowned for its great fly
fishing — perhaps a fresh trout or salmon will be your catch of
the day?

Of course, there is golf — this is Japan! Golfers have a choice
of scenic and challenging courses, including the Arnold Palmer-
designed Niseko Golf Course.

Great local food is one of the pleasures of any visit to
Niseko, where produce is renowned as some of the freshest in
Japan. Its main mountain, Mount Yotei, a tall and beautiful
snow-capped peak that looks very much like majestic Mount
Fuji, boasts not only top-of-the-world views, but the extremes
of climate which gourmets credit for the delectable sweetness of
the fruits and vegetables. And here, farmers are happy to open
their gates and invite the public in.

Where else in Asia but friendly, cosmopolitan Niseko, where
English is widely spoken and the residents are highly
welcoming of visitors, could kids have the opportunity to pick
apples right off the tree? Or See first-hand that milk really does
come from cows, or eat organic vegetables hand-picked
moments earlier from the field next door?

Niseko has never really been a year-round destination like
other renowned alpine playgrounds, such as Whistler in Canada,
and Lake Tahoe in California, US. But, it could be. Various
branded developments underway or in the pipeline are poised to
take Niseko to the next level. One particular masterplanned
precinct, Aruku-zaka Street, is set to be the catalyst.

The visionaries behind it imagined a high-end walking
street in the heart of lower Hirafu housing an elegant cluster of
luxury hotel residences, private apartments, restaurants, shops
and al fresco gathering spaces. Arranged as intimate, gently-
scaled groups of different architectural styles, each section will
form part of a cohesive neighbourhood with a cheerfully
eclectic look and feel.

As a second-home destination for the well-heeled around

the region, this would become a dynamic community lifestyle
hub throughout the seasons.

The international developers of this ambitious development
say they are committed to Niseko for the long-term. “We all
have houses here, our families love the four seasons,” they say.
“We are all very invested in the area, and are driven to make
Hirafu a year-round destination.”
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Gourmets credit the extremes of climate for the delectable
sweetness of the fruits and vegetables
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